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Allianz Ambassadors Paul McGinley and 
Manuel de los Santos to play Alfred 
Dunhill Links Championship 
 

 
 

29 September 2009 – St Andrews, Scotland – The Alfred Dunhill Links Championship 2009 
will host two Allianz Golf Ambassadors this year, Paul McGinley, former Ryder Cup winner 
and Vivendi Trophy captain, and Manuel de los Santos, one of the top five talented disabled 
golfers in the world.  

 
De los Santos, 25, is representing the global partnership between St Andrews Links Trust 
and Allianz at the pro-am European Tour event, which starts on Thursday 1 October at three 
courses in eastern Scotland, including St Andrews Links' world-famous Old Course. The 
partnership, announced in May 2009, has two main aims – to encourage accessibility to the 
sport and encourage people all over the world to discover the unique spirit of the Home of 
Golf. 
 
"It is my first European tour event and I am thrilled to be representing the partnership with 
Allianz at the Home of Golf," said Dominican Republic-born de los Santos. “The partnership 
is helping people learn about the origins of the sport - people from Germany, France, Spain, 
Latin America, people all over the world. That's something I totally support." 
 
De los Santos, like McGinley, is yet to discover who his golfing partner will be, but said he is 
“looking forward to playing with a top professional and experiencing high-level European 
Tour competition.”  
 
"It is great that the partnership between Allianz and St Andrews Links is honouring Manuel in 
this way,” said McGinley. “He has achieved a high standard very quickly and is already 
playing with the professionals on the Allianz Golf Tour. I am sure he is going to be around for 
a long time to come." 
  
A natural athlete with a big future in baseball before a motorbike accident resulted in a leg 
amputation, de los Santos moved to France where he now plays with the Handigolf team, 
supported by Allianz France. In just over five years, he has become the number two disabled 
golfer in Europe, and his handicap has touched 2.9 (now 3.6) – without the aid of prosthetics. 
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Alan McGregor, CEO, St Andrews Links Trust: “We are pleased that Manuel will be taking 
part in the Alfred Dunhill Links Championship and wish him all the best for the event. In a 
short time Manuel has achieved a very high standard in the game becoming the second 
highest ranked disabled golfer in Europe. Encouraging wider participation in golf and sport in 
general is important to us at St Andrews Links and to our global partners Allianz.” 
 
Sandra Nulty, Head of Global Sponsorships, Allianz SE: “A key part of the partnership 
between St Andrews Links Trust and Allianz is increasing accessibility to the sport. Manuel's 
achievements serve as inspiration to able-bodied and disabled golfers alike.” 
 
 
NOTE: For further information about the partnership and to download press material and photography 
please visit www.sponsoring.allianz.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links: 
www.allianz.com  
www.allianz.com/sal  
www.sponsoring.allianz.com  
 
 
About St Andrews Links Trust 

St Andrews Links Trust is a charitable organisation responsible for the management and 
maintenance of the Links courses at St Andrews, including the famous Old Course, host of 
the 2010 Open Championship. The Trust was established in 1974. It employs more than 200 
permanent staff and seasonal workers during the high season. It manages a number of 
additional facilities including three clubhouses, a golf practice centre and four shops. More 
than 200,000 rounds are played over six public courses, which feature two additional 
championship courses (the New and the Jubilee), two 18-hole courses (the Eden and the 
Strathtyrum) and a nine-hole course (the Balgove). A seventh course, The Castle Course, 
has opened on a site to the south-east of St Andrews. 

 
Allianz Group  

Allianz Group is one of the world's leading insurers and financial services providers. Founded 
in 1890, Allianz is now present in more than 70 countries with nearly 155,000 employees. 
Allianz provides its approximately 75 million customers worldwide with a comprehensive 
range of services in the areas of property and casualty insurance, life and health insurance, 
asset management and banking. 
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For further information please contact: 

Katerina Piro 
Allianz SE  
Group Communications 
Phone: +49.89.3800-18787 
Mobile: +49.173.360-1627 
E-Mail extern.katerina_piro@allianz.com  
 
Sandra Nulty  
Allianz SE 
Group Market Management 
Phone: +49.89.3800-7320 
Fax: +49.89.3800-18625  
E-Mail sandra.nulty@allianz.com 
 

Mike Woodcock 
St Andrews Links  
Communications Manager 
Phone: +44.1334.466610  
Mobile : +44.7919.946064 
E-mail mike.woodcock@standrews.org.uk 
 

These assessments are, as always, subject to the disclaimer provided below.  

 

About Allianz 

Allianz SE is member of Transparency International and supports the Principles of the United Nations Global 

Compact and the OECD Guidelines for Multinationals through its Code of Conduct. 

Allianz SE is one of the leaders of the insurance sector in the Dow Jones Sustainability Index, listed in 

FTSE4GOOD and in the Carbon Disclosure Leadership Index (Carbon Disclosure Project, CDP6).  

 

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

The statements contained herein may include statements of future expectations and other forward-looking 

statements that are based on management’s current views and assumptions and involve known and unknown 

risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results, performance or events to differ materially from those 

expressed or implied in such statements. In addition to statements which are forward-looking by reason of 

context, the words "may", "will", "should", "expects", "plans", "intends", "anticipates", "believes", "estimates", 

"predicts", "potential", or "continue" and similar expressions identify forward-looking statements. Actual results, 

performance or events may differ materially from those in such statements due to, without limitation, (i) 

general economic conditions, including in particular economic conditions in the Allianz Group’s core business 

and core markets, (ii) performance of financial markets, including emerging markets, and including market 

volatility, liquidity and credit events (iii) the frequency and severity of insured loss events, including from 

natural catastrophes and including the development of loss expenses, (iv) mortality and morbidity levels and 

trends, (v) persistency levels, (vi) the extent of credit defaults, (vii) interest rate levels, (viii) currency exchange 

rates including the Euro/U.S. Dollar exchange rate, (ix) changing levels of competition, (x) changes in laws 

and regulations, including monetary convergence and the European Monetary Union, (xi) changes in the 

policies of central banks and/or foreign governments, (xii) the impact of acquisitions, including related 

integration issues, (xiii) reorganization measures, and (xiv) general competitive factors, in each case on a 

local, regional, national and/or global basis. Many of these factors may be more likely to occur, or more 

pronounced, as a result of terrorist activities and their consequences. The matters discussed herein may also 

be affected by risks and uncertainties described from time to time in Allianz SE’s filings with the U.S. 

Securities and Exchange Commission. The company assumes no obligation to update any forward-looking 

statement. 

 

No duty to update 

The company assumes no obligation to update any information contained herein.  


